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8th Grade 

Identity Bag

Many of the novels and stories that we are going to read this year deal with characters that are perceived by others in many different ways.  Some are looked at for the actions that they commit throughout the story.  On the other hand, many are judged by their outside appearance alone.  It is important to realize that they way that people perceive each other by their outside looks could be the exact opposite of who they are in the inside.  And sometimes the things we value externally are not really who we are and what defines us.  This is true of real life as well as being an incredibly large theme in literature as well.  This assignment will help you grasp this idea and learn something about your classmates as well.

Rules and Procedures for Identity bag assignment: 

1. Find a Paper bag from your local grocery that is large enough for you to decorate.

2. Decorate the outside of the bag with anything you feel represents your accomplishments, exterior attributes, or the way you feel people perceive you to be on the outside. In other words, how do you feel the outside world views you?
(6 items minimum)  Each item should not take long to describe.
3. In the inside of the bag have items, pictures, etc. that represents how you feel you are on the inside.  It can range from things that people don’t know about you, accomplishments that your have never told anyone about, or any items that represent your inner self.  Talk about the connection you have to this object. (3 minimum) These items should take around a minute to describe.  You can and you should write down these stories on an index card and use them while you present.
4. The outside and inside of your bag cannot clash with each other.   Meaning that you not have the same ideas (example: baseball, cheerleading, etc.) on both sides of the bag.

5. Make sure that the things inside the bag have a deep meaning and a story to tell
6. You will be graded on PVLEGS as well (Poise, Voice, Life, Eye Contact, Gestures, and Speed) and that uses its own separate rubric that will be used by your peers and teacher.   
7. Be as creative as possible and be ready to display and talk about the bag on your assigned date.  Good Luck to all of you and remember to really think about what you would like to display on the bag.  The two grades for this will be based on following directions/ presentation and the PVLEGS rubric.        

